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	Workshop Invitation: 

The Assisting Hand Assessment, a new perspective on evaluating hand function in children with unilateral impairments.


Assisting Hand Assessment (AHA) Rater Certification Course

Course Dates:
1st-3rd September 2010
Venue:

Institute of Child Health, London

Host:


Movement Disorders Service, 

The Wolfson Centre, Great Ormond Street Hospital, London
Participants: 
Paediatric Physiotherapists and Occupational Therapists
Contact: 

katchl@gosh.nhs.uk 

             

EdwarK1@gosh.nhs.uk
Course Description
The Assisting Hand Assessment (AHA) is a new Rasch-based instrument which measures and describes the effectiveness with which a child who has unilateral disability makes use of their affected hand (assisting hand) during bimanual activities. The AHA is a standardised criterion-referenced test that is valid, reliable and sensitive to change. The test is intended for children with hemiplegic cerebral palsy and brachial plexus injuries aged between 18 months and 12 years, and a younger version is under development.

The course covers reliable administration of the AHA assessment and is organised in two phases.

First, a 2½-day training course is given including information about the test construct, testing procedure and scoring practice on a range of children from videos. A manual with detailed scoring criteria and a computer based scoring form is provided. It also includes demonstrations about how the play sessions should be performed and the different test materials that are used depending on the age of the child. The course concludes with looking at intervention planning once an AHA assessment has been completed. 

The second part of the certification process occurs after the workshop. To achieve certification, the participant is to complete eight calibration cases and get satisfactory results. Some of these from videotapes distributed at the course, and some self-produced AHA play sessions. Individual feedback of these cases is provided. Each course participant will receive individual detailed feedback. This whole procedure should be completed within three months and leads to rater certification.

To be able to perform the self-produced AHA assessment, you will need access to an AHA test kit and children with unilateral upper limb impairment. These can be ordered at the course or later during the certification procedure.

Instructors: Tutors from the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm
Cost: £500.00 Includes manual and leads to rater certification. 

(Light lunch and refreshments included)
Closing Date: August 8th 2010
Places limited to 25 participants per workshop
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